Policy on Political Candidate Sponsorship of Nonprofit Events
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Purpose:

The Community Foundation of Carroll County (CFCC) is committed to maintaining a nonpartisan stance while
ensuring inclusivity and fairness in its partnerships and sponsorships. This policy outlines guidelines for
political candidate sponsorship of CFCC events to uphold compliance with nonprofit regulations and ethical
best practices.

Policy Guidelines:

1. Nonpartisan Commitment:
o Asa501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, CFCC does not endorse, support, or oppose any political
candidate or party.
o Events hosted or sponsored by CFCC must remain nonpartisan, ensuring that all activities align
with our mission without political bias.
2. Sponsorship Eligibility:
o Political candidates may sponsor CFCC events as individuals or through their businesses but
not using campaign funds or in their capacity as candidates.
o Any sponsorship from a political candidate must be reviewed and approved by CFCC leadership
to ensure compliance with this policy.
3. Use of Candidate’s Name & Materials:
o A candidate’s sponsorship may be acknowledged in event materials; however, it must not
reference their campaign, candidacy, or political affiliation.
o No campaign materials (e.g. flyers, banners, buttons) may be distributed or displayed at CFCC
events.
4. Equal Opportunity & Fairness:
o CFCC must provide equal opportunity for all candidates to sponsor events if one candidate is
allowed to do so.
o If multiple candidates wish to sponsor, all must be given an equal level of recognition and
participation to maintain fairness.
5. State & Federal Compliance:
o Sponsorships must comply with all relevant state and federal laws governing political activity
and nonprofit organizations.
o CFCC will consult legal or tax professionals when needed to ensure compliance.

Implementation & Enforcement:
e CFCC leadership and event coordinators are responsible for reviewing sponsorship requests to ensure
alignment with this policy.

e Violations of this policy may result in the rejection or revocation of sponsorship.

Effective Date: 04/01/2025

This policy ensures that CFCC maintains its commitment to nonpartisanship while allowing individuals,
including those who are political candidates, to support our mission appropriately. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact CFCC leadership.



